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Admiral Stansfield Turner, Director 
Central Intelligence Agency 
Washington, D.C. 20505 

Dear Admiral Turner: 

I am enclosing an article from the London Daily Telegraph of March 27, 
1978, authored by the highly respected British specialist on foreign 
affairs, Robert Moss. Mr. Moss's piece makes two salient points: (a) that 
the Soviet Union is constructing - or has constructed - a new submarine 
base in Cuba; (b) that there is "strong suspicion" that the Soviets have 
"smuggled" strategic offensive weapons back into Cuba. 

* 

I consider this an extremely urgent matter, and I ask your help and 
the help of your office in resolving it. Admiral Turner, does your 
Agency have knowledge of the construction of a new Soviet submarine base 
in Cuba? Does your Agency have knowled§e"*of any attempt by the Soviet 
Union to install intermediate or long-range offensive weapons in Cuba? 


I would like to hear from you on this matter as soon as possible. 



Member of Congress 


RKD/rd , 
Enclosure 
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'^rrr-rr.r\r^ : r-zit.-n- fva?A-T • 

-Russ Unsure build- ,«ouragrinst their.- aggTesriyft" - 
’ injgf - a pen "for their • 'designs.w y • -r 

nuclear submarines in Yet the £ap between words and ‘ 
the Cuban : r port; voL- { -actionyis^a guU in which a T i 
Cienfuegos. This, accord- ” * man,* even a man as power- > " 
'•ingi'^o^. senior Western - , . [■'; Anyericaii 

military observers, is the Pres'deit, • can lose h^seU 
.. „ r ... ' * -’Trier Rushans. .will. not -judge • 

evidence- of recent - Mr' Carter by hisAvoras, but ■ 
American aerial jSyryeU-^ 'by/ his. actions,-! 0ou tmtlf r 

urS C w - ;fC !£•'.* 1*5r.~v' Ia ,- -th e 0 ch ancel ion es~ .ot 0 tjifc .... . 
'here is a strong suspicioiftbat ‘ world (and ~not "le-ast’-' in 
Sovfet’strategic "missiles have . . Peking)' assessments pft what . 
already been smuggled back the. ‘'Carter . ‘ administration 
to Cuba, - redly means-will not be based "h* 

‘he '.Russia xu' tried to build a ^sion-al speech that “ ' 

submarine pen in Cienfuecos 


once" before, in 1973. But 
they iwere not allowed to get ' 
away with iL - -'-I y r 

VhenMhe construction work 
was. detected, President Nixon 
responded promptly, and 
derisively. He - sent an un- 
equivocal message, trans- 
mitted- to Castro via Anatoly 
Dobrynin, the Soviet Ambas- 
sador-Rhea and* now) in 
Washington. The burden of 
the mpssage- was simple: 
“Take that base out or else 
we take you out-7 . : * y . 
his time round, things are 
rafhprt different. According to 
reliable sources In Washing- 
ton, the Carter administration 
has so. far made no attempt 
to warn off the Russians. . 

■ . • * j- - 

or has it done anything, about 
alerting the American public 


™*y. , w©"jl p be . : primarily 
... directed _ v a-t _ a - s^ection- • .of . ' 

. domestic opinion ‘but on how' *’ T 
* -Mr Carter and his -advisers 
cope, * or fail- to cope/' with 
the. realities of power. ” ' " - 

in • ... .. ; jV 

£: : . Cautious leader &: 

The mort brillsajnt strategist that 
I know, a man who has 
exercised - : a - dominant. In- 
fluence over successive genera- 
tions, at the Pentagon since 
1945, remarked to me recently, 
that “the West should give 
thanks cvcry-'day for the fact 
that the Soviet -"Union is led 
by' a cautious gerontocracy, ' 
and -'hot by '"a '55-year-old 1 
Marshal of the Red Army.* 

The Russians have, indeed, been 
cautious in testing the waters 
that have been left vacant by 
America’s strategic retreat in 
the -wake of Vietnam. 


-«»W casi . 1 >- develop best examj ,, e is the f;irt 


- t 


into the Cuban missile crisis 

°y^., ; ; c? .y; f " . 

vf.r^Soriet bluff .'j.y’; .. 

be historic ‘missile crisis of 
1962, ■which brought Russia 
and.; Am erica shuddering to 
the '"^brek* of war, was 
essentially a test of_ nerves. - 
hruschiev, who bad. hot been 
overly . impressed ; bv the 
young John F. Kennedy, was 
initially convinced that the 
Americans would rot call the 
Soviet bluff. ._•'_/ 

milarly. the current- : Soviet 
leadership might have drawn 
the . conclusion, alter - 35 
months . of ctrfusion or irv 
action in American foreign 
J^licy, during which the Rus- 
sians have been • allowed to 
tnakft notable strategic ad- 
vances in Africa, that Amer- 
ica's leader lacks the will to 
respond. ■ * 1 •'•*•-. tMc v* 

hey “a re al'O 'well awarer that 
they-are in a much- stronger 
strategic position *• 3k a n in 
3962. 'and that Mr Carter 
would need even ’stronger' 
nerves th*n President Ken- 
nedy to vail their bluff.';-' 

ft American failure to resist 

such ?7 0 -< pro\ x->citk/n as n iruAsirm of tr?- " 

muZ'zu™ ; „'r on; 1 ' ^^^ 4/o7/o8 i 


that the Russians have not 
committed their own combat 
troops to fight in any- of the 
major, conflicts since 3945. 
This-" excludes Soviet pilots 
and military advisers. j.r*-.;.- 

But senior N 2 to ofhda3s. r are 
alarmed ■ ■ that’-- Soviet ■ 'con- 
fidence has vastjy increased- 
since 'Mr Carter took -office 
-—and also that Chin esc 'con- 
fidence in the United States 
has correspondingly diminish- 
ed. /■; 

They f'quede- the* ‘.bni’fal - dipo^ 
inatlc pressure that was 
"applied in Scandinavia -last 
year, and led the Norwegians 
to '•‘• caned military /man* 

” oeu\Tesl - - ' . . ' / 

There' is’ji fear. too. - that Mr 
Carter's" tough . attack - on 
Naio ar.d ■ the 7 dcfcnce ’ of 
puroce has merelyystTved to 
divert attention frp m the uni- 
lateml.f -concessjons , that 
.. ■ Amerira has rr>A.de * in ; the 
SALT; talks aDd A/ne.rica’s 
; non-rcspor.se 1 6 crises out- 
side the Nato ^rea itself. ... f ^ 
There is talk nf^ of a "gl-hri / 

. Brcrtinev, d/c1rine. ,, . The J 
origmal , Bre/hncv doctrine, t *' 
of course, vps ured to V 
justify So\ f. f .teem ns IT? th* - 
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It as ' not Nvidely^rerheTnhered^fow the^Sovlet Union Is back* 
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that on October 19G2. thefe mg progressive *’ * movi- 
Unjted States j i Congress \ ments throughout the Third 
passed a remarkable resolu- 0-AVorld— iDcluding the Pair- 
.tion on Cuba. Itlstili stands ’“ v otic Front in Rhodesia and - 
m the American 'I statute "SWAPO in South Wist - 
books as Public Law 87^733. 'Africa—and justifies giving 
:« a .^ st Y a T le . s .*;mfer alia , them external support, in- 
that the United States ijs eluding the supply of proxy ’ 
determined: / V p;i . i- \ ro °P s like the Cubans, as 

(a) to prevent by ' whatever “fraternal Socialist aid.” 
means may ,be necessary, At about the same time as Mr 
includmg thc’yse of. arms. Carter’s North Carolina 
the Macxist-Lemmst regime.' speech, Fidel Castro mad e an 
in Cuba from- extending, by. important statement - on 
force or the threat of forced ' Cuba’s involvement in Ethio* 
its aggressive or subversive V pia and its future intention^ 
activities to any part of .this •** in that part of the world, 
hemisphere; ■ 'rti, . - 

N , . i Castro boasted of bow bis coun- - 

to; to prevent in Cuba tbe 'i-.. try’s “internationalistrifigh- 
creation or use of an extern- fMers” bad shown that\they 
alJ y supporting military - were able to “ mardi to e far- 
capability endangering the *‘ off place and fight there as if 

security of the United States. -they had been fighting in 

The role of the Cubans as : ; "' lhfr >r own -country.’* i 
Moscow’s foreign * legion rin 'Where will th$ cause of “prole* 
Africa and the Middle East — tarian interna tion alisntT tike 

where some 40,000 Cuban the -Cubans next? Rhodesia? 

military personnel are now Zambia? Zaire? The Middle 
stationed — is something of 

which the authors of the 1962 The * greatest blunder of the 
legislation could hardly have, -.Carter 'administration m its 
I or earned in their . darkest conduct -of American foreign 
nightmares. ■ >!• — pobcj 1 could prove, to be in itt - 

Yet this clearly presents V ' of - the men in 

threat of the kind described Peking.^ -,. f 

i in claus© (b) v. f hich, accord- The American withdrawals from ; 

Jog to a law that has never South Korea, raised Chinese 
• been repealed, the United ‘fears that Mr Carter was 
5tales is committed to resist. shedding America’s traditinna] 
..The stationing of Soviet ' defence responsibilities. Sub- 
nudear submarines in Cuba sequent debates in Africa ' 
would-’ pose ^ a —still-- more 7 brightened the fear that the 
immediate threat to America’s Americans will not stand up . 

' security..’ 1 V ]y\s'~ r '-'*?$ . to the Russians—- — • - • • 

V/4 1 J ^ v 'bond'bc tween 'China and 

i‘Cold war speech . ( the West Is not one of tra- 

Sri C in r! d r War v shared economic Interests. It 

C ’ aro] !'; a ° n .i is. a cord of utility, t 
March 1] must be considered. *V t ri - ■« , l * i - 

Mr r,r'Lv *\v the; cord— fn’ other "words, 

M 7Tn^V Cr o ? / ’ show the- 'Chinese that the 

United States will match ^ Yr’est^ can' no tnrrAr hi 

fr*m m irs 

Sff art ?«s 

failure in , by , ' «cn e ,.',h 0 rt ofa world w,rr 

‘The tdrt commentaries from the The Chinese will be watching 
Moscow Freis on Mr Carter’s- . the development of the Cuba n 
supposed distortion!’ of - missile crisis of 3S7S as keenly 
S. on . Pt mtontlons Were aRo a J ~ as anyone In the Wes:. As the 

Signi.iCrtnt tribute, although it Russians tost Carter 

jm.ist ne Kline In mind that the questions ret m< ; r ^ 

e Tn M th* r Jht 

Western Kv!' t r< speak an :o thi> 3 nr. ' ' 
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